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ABSTRACT

Open Educational Resources (OER) have emerged as a significant development in modern education, enabling free
access to high-quality learning materials and promoting inclusive and equitable knowledge dissemination. In the
context of Sanskrit studies, OER plays a crucial role in preserving and promoting traditional knowledge systems by
making classical texts, dictionaries, e-journals, and digital repositories widely accessible. The present study
examines the role of OER in enhancing Sanskrit education and research through various digital platforms such as
academic networking sites, institutional repositories, and e-learning initiatives. It adopts a descriptive and
analytical approach based on secondary data collected from online sources, including Sanskrit portals, digital
libraries, and scholarly platforms. The study highlights the contributions of institutions and organizations in
developing and disseminating OER, while also identifying key challenges such as lack of awareness, technological
barriers, and issues related to resource standardization. The findings reveal that OER has significantly improved
accessibility, collaboration, and visibility of Sanskrit research at a global level. However, effective utilization
requires greater institutional support, digital literacy, and quality enhancement of resources. The study concludes
that OER has immense potential to revitalize Sanskrit studies and integrate Indian knowledge systems with
contemporary education and research practices.
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INTRODUCTION

Open Educational Resources (OER) have emerged as a transformative force in modern education by enhancing
accessibility, inclusivity, and equity in knowledge dissemination. These resources include freely available teaching,
learning, and research materials that can be accessed, reused, adapted, and redistributed without financial or legal
barriers. The concept of OER was formally defined by UNESCO in 2002 as educational materials available in any
format that reside in the public domain or are released under an open license, enabling no-cost access and flexible

usage.
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In the context of Sanskrit studies, OER plays a significant role in revitalizing traditional knowledge systems by
making classical texts, dictionaries, e-journals, and digital repositories accessible to a global audience. With the
advent of digital platforms such as ResearchGate, Google Scholar, and various Sanskrit portals, scholars can easily
access research outputs, collaborate internationally, and contribute to the growth of Sanskrit literature and
interdisciplinary studies. The integration of OER with digital technologies has significantly expanded opportunities

for teaching, learning, and research in Sanskrit by bridging geographical and linguistic barriers.

NEED OF THE STUDY

The growing importance of open educational resources in higher education calls for us to examine their role in
promoting Sanskrit studies in the digital era. Sanskrit, being the foundation of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS),
holds vast intellectual heritage across disciplines such as philosophy, science, linguistics, and medicine. However,
geographical, linguistic, and institutional constraints have traditionally limited access to these resources. limited due
to geographical, linguistic, and institutional constraints. The emergence of OER platforms, digital libraries, and e-
learning initiatives has created new possibilities for preserving and disseminating Sanskrit knowledge. Institutions,
universities, and organizations are actively digitizing manuscripts, developing e-books, and providing open-access
journals to facilitate research and learning. Despite these developments, challenges remain in terms of accessibility,
awareness, standardization, and effective utilization of OER in Sanskrit. Therefore, this study is essential to
understand the impact, opportunities, and limitations of OER initiatives in Sanskrit education and research and to

suggest strategies for their effective implementation.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

* To evaluate the role of Open Educational Resources (OER) in promoting Sanskrit education, research, and lifelong
learning among students, teachers, and scholars.

* To explore various digital platforms such as Sanskrit dictionaries, e-journals, academic networking sites, and
repositories that facilitate the dissemination of Sanskrit knowledge.

» To examine the contributions of institutions, Sanskrit universities, and organizations in developing and providing
OER for Sanskrit studies.

* To analyze the role of digital initiatives and e-learning platforms in enhancing accessibility to Indian Knowledge
Systems (IKS).

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The present study adopts a descriptive and analytical research methodology to examine the role of Open Educational
Resources (OER) in Sanskrit education and research. The study is primarily based on secondary data collected from
various digital sources, including Sanskrit dictionaries, e-journals, academic platforms, and institutional repositories.
Data has been gathered from online platforms such as digital libraries, Sanskrit portals, and academic networking
sites that provide access to OER materials. These sources include e-books, research articles, dictionaries, audio-
visual materials, and online courses related to Sanskrit studies. The collected data has been systematically analyzed
to understand the availability, accessibility, and usage of OER in Sanskrit.

The study also involves a qualitative analysis of different OER initiatives undertaken by institutions, universities,

and organizations. Special attention has been given to platforms that promote Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS)
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through digital resources. The analysis focuses on identifying key features, benefits, and challenges associated with
OER in Sanskrit.

OER Initiates in Sanskrit Language

Sanskrit Portals

1. Sanskrit universities in India have played a significant role in the development and dissemination of Open
Educational Resources (OER) by digitizing classical knowledge and making it accessible to a global audience.
Institutions such as Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (Central Sanskrit University), Sampurnanand Sanskrit University,
Karnataka Samskrit University, and National Sanskrit University, Tirupati have taken initiatives to digitize
manuscripts, publish e-texts, and develop online learning platforms.These universities contribute to OER through
digital libraries, e-books, online courses, and research repositories, providing free access to Vedic literature,
classical Sanskrit texts, grammar works, and commentaries. Many institutions have also collaborated with national
missions such as the National Mission for Manuscripts and digital platforms like e-Gyankosh and SWAYAM,

enhancing accessibility and structured learning.

2. Vyoma’s Contribution Towards Sanskrit

Vyoma Linguistic Labs Foundation (Vyoma) has emerged as a pioneering institution in the promotion and
preservation of Sanskrit through innovative and technology-driven approaches. With the vision of making Sanskrit
accessible, engaging, and relevant to contemporary learners, Vyoma has developed structured online courses,
interactive learning modules, and digital teaching methodologies. One of Vyoma’s major contributions is its
comprehensive e-learning platform that offers graded Sanskrit courses for beginners to advanced learners. These
courses integrate traditional pedagogical methods with modern instructional design, enabling learners across the
globe to study Sanskrit conveniently. Vyoma also emphasizes spoken Sanskrit, helping bridge the gap between
classical knowledge and practical usage. In addition to education, Vyoma actively contributes to the digital
dissemination of Sanskrit resources, including e-books, study materials, and research content aligned with Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS). It conducts teacher training programs, workshops, and certification courses to strengthen
Sanskrit teaching competencies.

URL.: https://www.vyoma.org/

3. Learn Sanskrit online: Our complete guide to Sanskrit uses clear and simple language. Learn Sanskrit from
the beginning without any busywork. This website covered the writing sanskrit, stories, dictionary, sanskrit learning
class etc.

URL.: https://www.learnsanskrit.org/resources/

4. Sanskrit text and Stotras: Study Sanskrit, read Sanskrit texts, listen to Vedic pundits chant, or read Sanksrit

humor. This site contains a wide variety of Sanskrit texts and stotras in the pdf format, which you can view, print, or
download for your personal use. Most of the texts are in Devanagari script, some with English translation. The
Bhagavad-Gita, Devi Mahatmyam, all of the sahasranama stotras, and several other texts are also encoded in
transliteration

URL.: https://www.sanskrit.safire.com/index.html
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5. Sanskrit Library : The Sanskrit Library is a digital library dedicated to facilitating education and research in

Sanskrit by providing access to digitized primary texts and computerized research and study tools to analyze and
maximize their utility. Scholars, students, and the general public interested in the vast knowledge composed in
Sanskrit in India and elsewhere over more than three millennia are invited to use this web site.

URL: https://sanskritlibrary.org/index.html

6. Delhi Sanskrit Academy Department : The Sanskrit Academy Department is a newly set-up Department of
Govt. of NCT of Delhi. The Language Department is carved out of Education Department and was set up in
September 1987. Aims & Objectives Propagation, promotion and development of languages, literature art and
culture as an integral part of composite culture of Union Territory of Delhi.. These activities are carried out through
Sahitya Kala Parishad and Language Academies viz. Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu, Sanskrit and Sindhi which are
autonomous bodies. . This website covers the Sanskrit E-learning, E-books and E-magazine.

URL.: https://sanskritacademy.delhi.gov.in/en/sanskritacademy/e-learning

SANSKRIT E-BOOKS
1. Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) and Sanskrit E-Books:

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) represent the rich intellectual traditions of India, encompassing diverse fields such
as philosophy, science, medicine, mathematics, linguistics, arts, and spirituality. A significant portion of this
knowledge is preserved in Sanskrit, which serves as the primary medium for classical Indian texts. In the digital era,
Sanskrit e-books play a crucial role in preserving, promoting, and disseminating 1KS. These e-resources provide
easy access to ancient scriptures like the Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas, epics, and classical treatises on Ayurveda,
Yoga, Astronomy, and Grammar. Digital platforms and online repositories have enabled scholars, students, and
researchers worldwide to explore authentic Sanskrit literature without geographical limitations. Sanskrit e-books not
only safeguard cultural heritage but also support interdisciplinary research and innovation by connecting traditional
wisdom with modern knowledge systems. Thus, the integration of IKS with digital Sanskrit resources is essential for
revitalizing India’s intellectual legacy and making it relevant for contemporary society.

URL. https://bharatiya-jnana-sarita.info/publications

2. Internet Archive:

The Internet Archive is one of the most significant digital libraries providing open access to a vast collection of
Sanskrit e-books. It hosts thousands of digitized Sanskrit texts, including Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas, classical
literature, grammar works, and commentaries. Many of these texts are scanned from rare manuscripts and out-of-
print books, making them highly valuable for researchers and scholars. The platform allows users to read online,
download in multiple formats (PDF, EPUB, TXT), and access historical editions of Sanskrit works. Its collections
include contributions from libraries, universities, and cultural institutions worldwide, thereby ensuring authenticity
and diversity of content. Additionally, the Internet Archive supports full-text search and metadata indexing, which
facilitates easy retrieval of Sanskrit resources.

URL: https://archive.org/
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3. E-bharatisampat:
It is an online digital library of free content textual sources in Samskrit, jointly operated by Samskrita Bharati and
Samskrit Promotion Foundation. This project aims to host all forms of free Samskrit texts and translations.

URL: https://www.ebharatisampat.in/

4. Sanskrit ebooks:

It preserve a vast heritage of ancient literature, ranging from Vedas and Puranas to classical poetry and grammar.
Digital archives make these traditional texts, learning guides, and epics widely accessible, allowing learners and
scholars to easily study and explore classical Indian works.

URL: https://www.sanskritebooks.org/ebooks-download/

5. The Central Sanskrit University (CSU)_E-Books repository:

It is an extensive digital library offering a vast collection of Sanskrit texts, modern epics, novels, and dramas etc. It
serves as a vital academic resource for preserving classical heritage and promoting contemporary Sanskrit literature
Adhunik Sanskrit Sahitya Pustakalaya.

URL: https://www.sanskrit.nic.in/ebooks.php

6. Sanskrit Documents:
It is a comprehensive online repository dedicated to preserving and providing free access to thousands of classical
Sanskrit texts, stotras (hymns), Vedic scriptures, and subhashitas.

URL.: https://sanskritdocuments.org/scannedbooks/

7. The National Digital Library of India (NDLI):

It is a digital repository of learning resources developed by the Ministry of Education and hosted by IIT Kharagpur.
It provides access to millions of educational materials such as books, manuscripts, articles, audio lectures, and
videos across various disciplines and languages, including Sanskrit. With respect to Sanskrit, NDLI serves as a
valuable platform for students, researchers, and scholars by offering classical texts, grammar works, philosophical
treatises, dictionaries, and learning materials in digital format. It supports Sanskrit learning through e-books, video
lectures, and research resources, enabling easy access to traditional knowledge systems.

URL.: https://www.ndl.gov.in/

8. The Bharatavani Project:

It is a major knowledge initiative launched by the Ministry of Education, Government of India. The project aims to
create a comprehensive, searchable digital repository of knowledge related to all Indian languages. It integrates
multimedia resources such as text, audio, video, and images through an accessible online portal. The Bharatavani
Portal is designed to be inclusive and user-friendly, ensuring access for all sections of society. It provides rich
linguistic and cultural content, supporting the preservation, promotion, and dissemination of India’s diverse
languages and knowledge systems in a digital environment.

URL: https://bharatavani.in/
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9. e-PG Pathshala Sanskrit:

It is a digital platform providing free, high-quality postgraduate curriculum content in Sanskrit (MA Acharya),
developed by the University Grants Commission (UGC) and hosted by the INFLIBNET Centre. It offers modular
study materials, including e-text and video tutorials, for various branches of Sanskrit studies
URL:https://epgp.inflibnet.ac.in/Home/ViewSubject?catid=OcXGfDp/okkJI Twp9Y nKuA==

SANSKRIT AUDIO & VIDEO STUDY MATERIALS
1. The Central Sanskrit University:

It has developed a wide range of audio and video study materials covering diverse subjects such as Sanskrit
grammar, Yoga, Astrology (Jyotisa), Sanskrit drama, Acharya-level courses, Indian philosophy, religion, and other
traditional knowledge systems. These digital learning resources enhance accessibility and promote the effective
dissemination of Sanskrit education through modern technology.

URL: https://library.sanskrit.ac.infaudio_video.php

2. Youtube Channels:

Sanskrit learning YouTube channels have emerged as important Open Educational Resources (OER), providing free
and accessible content for students, teachers, and researchers worldwide. Channels such as Samskrita Bharati, The
Sanskrit Channel, Central Sanskrit University YouTube Channel, and Sanskrit Today offer structured lessons on
Sanskrit grammar (Vyakarana), spoken Sanskrit, literature, chanting, and Indian philosophy. These channels provide
audio-visual explanations, interactive teaching methods, and lecture series, making complex Sanskrit concepts easier
to understand. They also support self-paced learning, benefiting beginners as well as advanced learners

URL.: https://www.youtube.com/

3. Sanskrit documentary videos:

These are valuable digital resources that present the history, literature, philosophy, and cultural significance of the
Sanskrit language in an engaging audio-visual format. Platforms like YouTube and NDLI host numerous
documentaries covering topics such as Vedic traditions, ancient Indian education systems, classical texts, grammar,
and the relevance of Sanskrit in modern times. These videos combine narration, visuals, expert interviews, and
dramatizations, making complex subjects more accessible and interesting for learners, researchers, and the general
public. They also help in the preservation and popularization of India’s traditional knowledge systems

URL: https://sanskritdocuments.org/video/

4. The LearnGeeta:

Website offers free Bhagavad Gita courses designed for learners of all levels. It provides a wide range of
resources, including audio and video lectures, structured study materials, and Sanskrit grammar classes
delivered in both Sanskrit and English. In addition, the platform supports various learning activities and scholarly
engagements focused on the Bhagavad Gita, making it a comprehensive and accessible digital resource for spiritual
and academic study.

URL: https://www.learngeeta.com/
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SANSKRIT E-JOURNALS

1. The International Journal of Sanskrit Research:

It is a peer-reviewed publication. The publication of articles pertaining to Sanskrit studies is the journal's main goal.
This magazine offers a forum to encourage staff members and students to do Sanskrit research. Users can access e-
journals from 2014 to the present. It covers: Agamic Systems, Ancient Indian Sciences, Computation Linguistics,
Contemporary Sanskrit Writings, Culture, Darsana, Epics, Grammar, History, Indian Aesthetics and Politics, Pali
and Prakrit Studies, Pauranic Literatures, Puranas, Religion, Sahitya, Sanskrit Studies, Sanskrit Grammar and
Linguistics, Sanskrit Lexicography, Sanskrit Literature, Hindi Literature, Scientific Traditions in Sanskrit, Veda,
Vedic Studies, Buddhist literature, Indian and Western Logical Systems, Indian Discourse Analysis, Indian
Philosophy, Indian Socio-Political Thought, Indological studies, Jain literature, Hindu astrology (Jyotisasastra),
Manuscriptology, Navya Nyaya Language & Methodology.

Periodicity: Bimonthly

URL: https://www.anantaajournal.com/

2. Prachi Prajan:

The e-journal Prachi Prajan / U ORI aims to provide everyone with free access to a wealth of information on

Indology, including research papers on Indian knowledge systems and Sanskrit poetry, details on Sanskrit
promotion, and news about events related to Sanskrit and Indology. There are no processing and publication
charges/fees for research papers, creative writings, news, or information on Sanskrit & Indology.

Periodicity: Half Yearly

URL.: https://sites.google.com/site/praachiprajnaa’home?authuser=0

3. National Journal of Hindi & Sanskrit Research: The journal published studies in Sanskrit, Hindi literature,
Vedic studies, etc., in Sanskrit, Hindi, and English in language.Users can access e-journals from 2015 to the present
Periodicity: Bimonthly

URL.: https://sanskritarticle.com/

4. Kiranavalt

(Journal of Sanskrit Research Foundation): The journal discusses methodological issues as well as current
developments in the study of Sanskrit and related areas. Modern Indology is superior to classical Indology in every
way. The latest developments in the social sciences and cultural studies greatly impacted the field of "new
Indology." Philosophy, literature, grammar, fine arts, and other subjects underwent analysis and discussion in light
of the new ideologies. We are attempting to reevaluate and make our conventional knowledge systems more
transparent in this environment.

Periodicity: Half Yearly

URL:https://sites.google.com/view/kiranavalionline/home?authuser=0

5. ResearchGate: It has emerged as a significant academic networking platform for scholars engaged in Sanskrit

research and publication. It provides a global digital space where researchers can share, access, and collaborate on

scholarly works related to Sanskrit language, literature, philosophy, and interdisciplinary studies. The platform hosts
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thousands of Sanskrit-related publications, including research articles, conference papers, preprints, and review
studies, many of which are available in full-text format for wider academic use. It enables researchers to connect
with peers, track citations, engage in academic discussions, and stay updated with emerging trends in Sanskrit
studies.

URL: https://www.researchgate.net/login

6. Google Scholar: It is a widely used academic search engine that plays a crucial role in the discovery and
dissemination of Sanskrit research papers. It provides a free and simple platform to search scholarly literature across
various formats, including journal articles, books, conference papers, theses, and dissertations . For researchers in
Sanskrit studies, Google Scholar serves as an important gateway to access a vast range of publications related to
Vedic literature, grammar, philosophy, epics, and interdisciplinary research. Google Scholar also enhances the
visibility of Sanskrit publications by indexing articles from various journals, institutional repositories, and open-
access platforms. This facilitates wider dissemination of research beyond geographical and linguistic boundaries.
Additionally, researchers can create profiles, monitor citations, and collaborate with other scholars working in
Sanskrit and related disciplines.

URL.: https://scholar.google.com/

SANSKRIT E-DICTIONARIES

1. Cologne Digital Sanskrit Dictionaries:

The Institute of Indology and Tamil Studies at Cologne University is the owner of this compilation of dictionaries
pertaining to Sanskrit. The 42 dictionaries are arranged first by secondary language (English, German, etc.) and then
by publication date (1832-1993). Every dictionary has several display formats (BLAM), PDF scans, and XML files
(in SLP1) that may be downloaded (D). Through the Stardict Dictionary Updater app, all dictionaries may also be
used offline on Android phones.

URL.: https://www.sanskrit-lexicon.uni-koeln.de/

2. Kosha.Sanskrit Today:
The best site for learning about the wide and varied world of Sanskrit. It provides a thorough Sanskrit lexicon that
covers more than 60 dictionaries and an easy-to-use search engine to assist you in learning the subtleties and

meanings of Sanskrit terminology.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

7

¢+ The study reveals that Open Educational Resources (OER) have significantly enhanced the accessibility

and dissemination of Sanskrit knowledge. Digital platforms provide free access to a wide range of

resources, including dictionaries, e-books, research journals, and multimedia learning materials. This has
enabled students, researchers, and scholars to access authentic Sanskrit content without geographical or
financial constraints.

It is observed that digital dictionaries and repositories play a crucial role in supporting Sanskrit language
learning and research. Resources such as the Cologne Digital Sanskrit Dictionaries and other multilingual

lexicons facilitate better understanding of Sanskrit terminology and linguistic structures. Similarly, e-
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journals and academic platforms provide opportunities for scholarly communication and knowledge
sharing.

The study also highlights the important role of academic networking platforms like ResearchGate and
Google Scholar in increasing the visibility and impact of Sanskrit research. These platforms enable
researchers to collaborate, share publications, and track citations, thereby strengthening the research
ecosystem.

Institutional initiatives, including Sanskrit universities and organizations like VVyoma, have contributed
significantly to the development of structured and accessible OER. These initiatives promote digital
learning through online courses, e-books, and training programs, integrating traditional knowledge with
modern technology.

quality, and technological barriers in accessing digital platforms. Despite these limitations, OER has

immense potential to transform Sanskrit education by promoting inclusive and lifelong learning.

CONCLUSION

Open Educational Resources have significantly transformed the landscape of Sanskrit education and research by
making knowledge more accessible, flexible, and inclusive. The integration of digital technologies with traditional
Sanskrit resources has enabled the preservation and global dissemination of classical texts, scholarly works, and
research outputs. Platforms such as digital libraries, e-journals, and academic networking sites have enhanced
collaboration and visibility of Sanskrit research at an international level. However, despite these advancements,
there are several challenges that need to be addressed, including limited awareness, lack of standardized resources,
and technological constraints in accessing digital content. Strengthening institutional support, promoting digital
literacy, and developing high-quality OER materials are essential for maximizing the benefits of these resources.
Overall, OER plays a crucial role in revitalizing Sanskrit studies and connecting ancient knowledge systems with

contemporary academic and research practices, ensuring their relevance in the modern world.
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